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April 5, 2007
Booktalk: Controversial Literature
Gingerbread by Rachel Cohn
Sixteen year old Cyd Charisse is quite the wild child.  After being kicked out of boarding school, hiding an abortion and rekindling a romance with her surfer boyfriend Shrimp, she is being sent to New York to live with her biological father after years of separation.   This coming of age series is reminiscent of McCafferty’s Sloppy Firsts series but has a punk rock edge that is bound to raise eyebrows!
http://www.amazon.com/Gingerbread-Rachel-Cohn/dp/068986020X
Catch Cohn’s next two books in this series:

Shrimp 

http://www.amazon.com/Shrimp-Rachel-Cohn/dp/0689866135/ref=pd_bxgy_b_img_b/103-6516195-3551804
and

Cupcake

http://www.amazon.com/Cupcake-Rachel-Cohn/dp/1416912177/ref=pd_sim_b_3/103-6516195-3551804
as well as Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist
http://www.amazon.com/Nick-Norahs-Infinite-Playlist-Rachel/dp/0375835318/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/103-6516195-3551804?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1176754646&sr=1-1
Rainbow Boys by Alex Sanchez
In this trilogy, Sanchez introduces readers to three young gay men as they navigate the difficulties of high school, coming out, relationships and family.  Meet Nelson, the very out and proud, his best friend Kyle, the proud but closeted, and Kyle’s love interest Jason, the jock in denial.  Jason begins have feelings for Kyle, the situation gets complicated by Nelson’s jealousy and Jason’s hesitancy to come out, both to himself and to the world.  
Read the rest of the books in the triolgy:

Rainbow High

http://www.amazon.com/Rainbow-High-Alex-Sanchez/dp/0689854781/ref=pd_sim_b_1/103-6516195-3551804?ie=UTF8&qid=1176752731&sr=1-1
 and 

Rainbow Road

http://www.amazon.com/Rainbow-Road-Alex-Sanchez/dp/141691191X/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_b/103-6516195-3551804?%5Fencoding=UTF8&qid=1176752731&sr=1-1
Copper Son by Sharon Draper
Winner of the Coretta Scott King Author Award, this novel follows the life of 15 year old Amari as she is kidnapped from her home in Africa and forced into slavery.  The novel goes onto describe the horror the middle passage and life on a plantation in a Carolina colony.  There, Amari befriends a white indentured servant, Polly, and the two decide to risk escape south to Florida.  Told with great description and accuracy, Copper Son is a touching novel that is both poignant and informative.
http://www.amazon.com/Copper-Coretta-Scott-Author-Winner/dp/0689821816/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/103-6516195-3551804?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1176752822&sr=1-1
Godless by Pete Hautman
After an unfortunate account with a bully, 15 year old Jason finds himself dazed and inspired while staring up at the underbelly of a water tower.  From that day on, Jason and his friends decide make a new religion and begin to gain converts who join them in worshiping the tower and the water it holds.  Godless is an honest story of adolescents questioning religion and searching to find a belief system of their own.  
http://www.amazon.com/Godless-Pete-Hautman/dp/1416908161/ref=pd_bbs_sr_3/103-6516195-3551804?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1176752872&sr=1-3
Like the Red Panda by Andrea Siegel
Described by amazon.com as a “brutal answer to the throngs of Chick Lit,” the first novel of this young author describes the high school angst of 17 year old Stella. Stella is witty, smart and beautiful, but she is set on committing suicide before graduation.  While the topic is seemingly depressing, Siegel manages invoke a few laughs as she invites us into the mind of this confused young woman.  
http://www.amazon.com/Godless-Pete-Hautman/dp/1416908161/ref=pd_bbs_sr_3/103-6516195-3551804?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1176752872&sr=1-3
Similarly recommended, A Long Way Down by Nick Hornby.  A story about four people who coincidently meet at the top of a building where each had planned to commit suicide.  When they discover one of the perspective jumpers is only a teen, the rest make a pact to postpone their leaps and think further on their existence.  Described by Publishers Weekly as “grimly comic,” this book is bound to inspire an existential crisis or two.  
Other Minutes
-Changed meeting themes to match with YA lit course,



Week 3: biographies


Week 5: non-fiction


Week 7: audio books


Week 9: historical fiction and classics
-Tentatively planned trip to Central LAPL’s TeenScape on week 3

(note: now moved to week 5 to accommodate Central librarians)
-Plan to have representatives at the Root Beer club social on April 24.  
