YALSA-UCLA STUDENT CHAPTER MEETING

WINTER 2006 
February 20, 2007

Meeting Minutes

1. YALSA Meeting Ideas for Winter 2007 

· Proposed meeting time for Winter 2007 quarter: Thursdays, 12:30 pm  

· Book sharing themes: Suggested themes may be reassessed and changed depending on reading assignments for IS 426 with Professor Fennell. 

--Controversial Reads: problem novels, censured books, LGBT, sexual education books, radical reads, books with provocative images on the cover, etc.

--Biography/memoir

--Audio books

--Historical fiction and/or Classics

--Non-fiction: self-help books, chicken soup sex ed., legal books for teens, non-fiction adult books re-written for teen audiences, such as “Fast Food Nation.” 

--Speculative fiction 

· Suggestion for posting future reading logs on our YALSA Web site (should this be an assignment for IS 426).

· Opportunity for doing formal book talks is open to anyone who would like to hold one next quarter.

2. Book Talk Theme: Adult Crossovers

*The Alex Award, plus honor recognitions, is given out yearly to adult books with teen appeal. 

Jesus Land: A Memoir by Julia Scheeres

Memoir that deals with adoption, interracial family issues, reform school, abuse, parents power/control over kids. Teens who have gone through similar issues may relate to this book. It’s tough read, recommended for older teens. 16+ 

Candyfreak: A Journey through the Chocolate Underbelly of America by Steve Almond 

Alex award winner. Detailed descriptions of candy, candy, candy! Almond’s love affair with candy is divided into chapters on Almond’s experience with sweets. Written in a sophisticated language, this book is likely to appeal to older teens. 15+ 

The Queen's Fool: A Novel by Philippa Gregory  

A teen girl fleeing the Inquisition goes to England. She’s a Sephardic Jew passing for Christian, and is chosen to be a lady in waiting for the queen. Full of intrigue, suspense and great detail, this historical novel would appeal to girls ready for a more advanced princess novel.  15+ 

Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 

Set in Britain in a “special school for kids,” where they are kept separate from everyone else. There’s something different about these kids. Read to find out! Speculative fiction, recommended for older teens

X23, issue 3

X-Men comic book, similar to Dark Angel. Very good comic, with lots of bloody illustrations. 

Native Son by Richard A. Wright 

Classic bildungsroman about an African American boy growing up in the Deep South. Often read in high school as English curriculum. 
The Sound of Waves by Yukio Mishima 

A beautiful, lyrical narrative about a fisherman’s boy who falls in love with the daughter of the richest man in the village. Recommended for kids in AP English classes. 

Witch Child by Celia Rees 

Historical novel, written in diary form, tells the story of a girl who flees to America after grandmother is accused of being a witch and hung. Rich in detail, this book has a sequel.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon Autistic boy finds his neighbor’s dog dead. This is a growing up story, with a mystery narrative that deals with family issues.

Ahab's Wife: Or, The Star-gazer: A Novel by Sean Jeter Naslund
“’Captain Ahab was neither my first husband nor my last,’ says Una Spenser, the eponymous narrator, in the first sentence of this deliciously old-fashioned bildungsroman, adventure story and romance. Naslund's inspiration, based on one reference in Moby-Dick, may not satisfy aficionados of Melville's dense, richly symbolic masterpiece, but it should please most other readers with its suspenseful, affecting, historically accurate and seductive narrative” (Review from Publishers Weekly).

The Lovely Bones  by Alice Sebold
Heart wrenching novel told from the perspective of deceased teen. Includes a very violent first chapter, but may be good with mother/daughter reading clubs because of its intergenerational perspectives. Actor, Dakota Fanning, set to star in movie version.

Prep: A Novel  by Curtis Sittenfeld 

A little bit smutty, but well written. This is a boarding school story similar to Megan McCafferty novels:  Sloppy First, Charmed Thirds and Second Helpings. Good YA crossovers.

More suggested authors for teen crossovers: Jane Austin, Thomas Harding

More scandalous books: 

Dangerous Liaisons by Choderlos de Laclos 

Lady Chatterley's Lover by D.H. Lawrence

Book theme for next time: Movie Tie-ins!

3. YALSA Programming

· Trips to Teenscape at LAPL, and Cerritos Library
· YALSA Movie night

· Suggestion for observing Teen Council meetings. Good opportunity for connecting with YA Librarians

