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1. YALSA PROGRAMMING FOR 2007

· ALA student chapter will get back to us regarding how much money they would like us to contribute for the hosting Sandy Bergman. 

· We also have some money, which may be used for Nidorf book buying. 

· We can also use some of this money for the proposed panel talk. GSE&IS graduates and now working in libraries would be good people to have. 

· It was suggested we place a radio ad on the university radio station to promote Nidorf book drive. Ads cost $10 and run for one week. 

2. BARRY J. NIDORF JUVENILE DETENTION FACILITY LIBRARY PROJECT

· There was a suggestion made to make our commitment to Niforf official. As YALSA-UCLA project grows we can create a commitment to keep Nidorf project ongoing. Perhaps we can add an outreach liaison position on the board to can take on Nidorf as well as other outreach duties. There was also a suggestion to have Nidorf remain an informal relationship.

· If this would be formalized, we can draw up a Nidorf mission statement and goals. Katherine Adams said she would work on this. By formalizing Nidorf we can facilitate volunteering and paperwork challenges. A formalized relationship would also make seeking funding for Nidorf more legitimate. 

· Professor Chu said we could have Nidorf be a location to meet the service learning requirement for IS 201- Ethics, Diversity & Change offered this spring. Melissa said she would contact Prof. Chu to give her information on Nidorf. 
3. BOOKTALKS! THEME: MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE
· The Chief by Robert Lipsyte – A Native American kid trains for boxing championship. Surrounded by a multicultural support network (his trainer is paraplegic, his biographer is African American, his mentor is Jewish,), our hero boxes in various ethnic enclaves.  A fun read, The Chief covers the spectrum of diverse communities. Can he get past the distractions and focus long enough tot get the title? Read it and see. Recommended for teen boys or 11+, maybe some girls.  Contains some “ethnic slurs. ”

· Slam! by Walter Dean Myers - Basketball player nicknamed Slam, transfers to an Arts magnet school. Slam! explores family issues, friendships and drugs. This very basketball centric book will interest kids who are in to basketball. 

· Bound by Donna Jo Napoli - Set during the olden days of China, Bound is the story of a girl who is treated as a servant by her stepmother while her older sister has her feet bound, an act that is meant to make her more desirable as a wife. Written in short chapters, the novel intermingles really lovely poetry with charming prose.  At times, however, it seems as if the author may try too hard for authenticity. Reading level is 10-14 year-olds.


· If You Come Softly by Jacqueline Woodson- Written in short chapters, If You Come Softly, tells the story of a rich, white Jewish girl and an African American boy from Brooklyn who have an interracial relationship. They do not want to tell their families about their relationship. The “cheesy” dialogue is not very believable, but may be appealing to 14 year-old kids. The ending is not too good.

· The Afterlife by Gary Soto – This realistic fantasy tells the story of a murdered boy who travels around as a ghost in the afterlife. Although his life ends at seventeen, the boy is neither regretful nor sad about his life. He meets other ghost and even falls in love w. another ghost, and figures out how to use his ghost powers. Told in first person narrative, the book is humorous and not your typical murder story. Buried Onions continues this story. Both novels seem to be set in the same neighborhood but not do not form a formal series. The story is interesting but not too exciting. There is some Spanish dialog and a helpful glossary at the end. The Afterlife will likely appeal to boys and girls as the supernatural elements are interesting. The narrative style drifts along, but it is easy to understand. The chapters not very short but they are easy to read. Recommended for 11-15 year-olds. 

· How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez – this novel tells the story of four sisters who move from the Dominican Republic during a time of political upheaval. The novel takes on the conflicts that the girls face in acclimating to a new culture, and reconciling old vs. new cultural traditions. Each sister has a distinct personality. This mature book is recommended for older teens. How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents is catalogued in both the YA and as adult sections. 

· The Curse of the ChupaCabra by Rodolfo Anaya – Recommended for Ages 14 years and up. - “Is the ChupaCabra mythical or real? Stories of the creature abound in Latino communities. The illusive creature is said to suck the blood of goats. Thus, its name, goatsucker. Whenever a backyard goat or chicken is mysteriously killed, the story spreads in the barrio that the ChupaCabra struck.

When Professor Rosa Medina began to research the folklore of the ChupaCabra, she never expected to tangle face-to-face with the monster. Rosa journeys to Mexico to examine a ChupaCabra incident. The creature has killed a campesino in the jungle. And the drug traffickers who have captured the ChupaCabra also control a large drug shipment destined for Los Angeles.

The monster is set loose on the streets; so is the meth that is destroying the brains of the young and vulnerable. This fast-paced story moves from Mexico to Los Angeles to New Mexico. Danger lurks at every corner as Rosa fights to protect her students from the forces of evil.

Written for young adults, the story has a universal message. Only Rudolfo Anaya can combine the excitement of a thriller and the wisdom of traditional healings to create a page-turner that has lessons to teach us all” (Book summary from book jacket, University of New Mexico Press, 2006). 

“Rudolfo Anaya is a pioneer of Chicano letters, revitalizing the ground of literature with every new work. Now with The Curse of the ChupaCabra, Anaya enters the realm of pop culture with social-political urgency. The scourge of drugs striking at the heart of all our barrios and the ChupaCabra legend blend and converge in a story that awakens us to the real horrors in our midst. Gracias a Dios que tenemos Rudy Anaya."--Luis J. Rodriguez, author of Always Running and Music of the Mill.

