YALSA minutes November 20, 2006
Booktalk (Open Theme!)

*Confessions of a Closet Catholic, Sarah Darer Littman

New York : Dutton Children's Books, 2005

-Judy Blume-esque

-12 year old identity crisis, Justine’s seemingly perfect best friend is catholic but she is Jewish, what to do?  Give up being Jewish for Lent!  Funny with hints of genuine soul searching.  

http://www.amazon.com/Confessions-Closet-Catholic-Sarah-Littman/dp/0142405973/sr=8-1/qid=1165693247/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*The Year's Best Science Fiction and Fantasy for Teens: First Annual Collection (Year's Best Science Fiction and Fantasy for Teens), edited by Jane Yolen and Patrick Nielsen Hayden

New York : Tor Teen, 2005.

-teen version of popular adult collections

http://www.amazon.com/Years-Science-Fiction-Fantasy-Teens/dp/0765313847/sr=1-1/qid=1165693753/ref=sr_1_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*Who am I without Him, Sharon G. Flake (Coretta Scott Kind Honor 2005)

New York : Jump at the Sun/Hyperion Books for Children, 2004.  

-short stories of young African American girls and the boys in their lives

-genuine accounts of young male/female relationships, universal themes and experiences

-written in urban vernacular

-range: funny, sad , and poignant
http://www.amazon.com/Who-Am-Without-Him-Stories/dp/0786815043/sr=1-1/qid=1165693986/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*Behind the Mountains, Edwidge Danticat
New York : Orchard Books 2002

-immigrant fiction for young adults from an adult fiction author

-13 yr old Celiane moves from Haiti to Brooklyn, NY

-written in journal form
http://www.amazon.com/Behind-Mountains-First-Person-Fiction/dp/043937300X/sr=1-1/qid=1165694339/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*That Summer/ Someone Like You, Sara Dessen series

New York : Puffin Books, 1998/ New York : Viking, 1998

-popular young girl teen fiction

-written in authentic voice, realistic portrayal of contemporary teen angst 

Themes in Someone Like You: teen pregnancy, friendship, death, and moral values

http://www.amazon.com/Someone-Like-You-Sarah-Dessen/dp/0141302690/sr=1-3/qid=1165694540/ref=pd_bbs_3/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
Themes in That Summer: growing up, family relationships, and body image (basis of movie “How to Deal”

http://www.amazon.com/That-Summer-Sarah-Dessen/dp/0142401722/ref=pd_sim_b_1/002-4132344-1266408
*Wallflower (manga series)
-Odd young girl, Sunako, gets “makeover” by four young boys, hilarity, oddities, and some violence ensues….
-Appeal to fans of Emily Strange (“goth chick lit”)

http://www.amazon.com/Wallflower-Yamatonadeshiko-Shichihenge-Shichenge/dp/0345479122/sr=1-5/qid=1165695011/ref=sr_1_5/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*Beauty: A Retelling of the Story of Beauty and the Beast, Robin McKinley

New York : Harper Trophy, 1993.

-romance, retelling of classic story
http://www.amazon.com/Beauty-Retelling-Story-Beast/dp/0060753102/sr=1-1/qid=1165695331/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*Soldier X, Don L. Wulffson

New York : Viking, 2001

-WWII story of young soldier, based on a true story
-genuine portrayal of ugly war, shifting identity and allegiances of protagonist, 16yo Eric.

http://www.amazon.com/Soldier-X-Don-L-Wulffson/dp/0142500739/sr=1-1/qid=1165695547/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*Feed, M.T. Anderson

Cambridge, MA : Candlewick Press, 2002

-future dystopian world where television feeds are connected directly into the brain.

-Brave New World, 1984 for teens

http://www.amazon.com/Feed-M-T-Anderson/dp/0763617261/sr=1-1/qid=1165695842/ref=pd_bbs_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*Uglies (series), Scott Westerfeld

New York : Simon Pulse, 2005 

- future dystopian world where plastic surgery is not only the norm, but is required by age 16 in order to conform to a level standard of beauty.  

- Young Tally and her friend Shay are scheduled for surgery, will they run away or conform?

Uglies: (book 1) http://www.amazon.com/Uglies-Trilogy-Book-1/dp/0689865384/sr=1-2/qid=1165696295/ref=pd_bbs_2/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
Pretties: (book 2) http://www.amazon.com/Pretties-Uglies-Trilogy-Book-2/dp/0689865392/ref=pd_sim_b_1/002-4132344-1266408
Specials: (book 3) http://www.amazon.com/Specials-Uglies-Trilogy-Book-3/dp/0689865406/ref=pd_sim_b_2/002-4132344-1266408
* The Book Thief, Markus Zusak 

New York : Alfred A. Knopf, 2006

-WWII story told from the perspective of Death
http://www.amazon.com/Book-Thief-Markus-Zusak/dp/0375831002/sr=1-1/qid=1165697071/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*Sexy, Joyce Carol Oates
New York : HarperTempest, 2005

-Young jock protagonist Darren faces questions of loyalty, family relationships, sexuality and coming of age in a small town.

http://www.amazon.com/Sexy-Joyce-Carol-Oates/dp/0060541490/sr=1-1/qid=1165697313/ref=pd_bbs_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
*Looking for Alaska, John Green

New York : Dutton Books, 2005

-16 yo Miles moves to a boarding school where he is intellectually and emotionally stimulated beyond anything he could ever imagine.

-2006 Printz Award winner

http://www.amazon.com/Looking-Alaska-John-Green/dp/B000BPG2ME/sr=1-1/qid=1165697471/ref=pd_bbs_1/002-4132344-1266408?ie=UTF8&s=books
Additional minutes:

Local library teen programs

-Teen Council of LAPL (Burbank)

-Sherman Oak’s book review newsletter

