YALSA, May 17, 2007
Booktalk: Audiobooks.  Audiobooks can be done very well or atrociously bad.  Here are our reactions to some recent YA listening experiences.
Airborn Kenneth Oppel
This alternative history story features zeppelins as the transportation of choice.  Full of pirates and action, this story translates well both on the page as well as a fast paced, full cast audio!

http://www.amazon.com/Airborn-Kenneth-Oppel/dp/0060531827/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/105-4863162-9952468?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1180117021&sr=1-1
Bras & Broomsticks Sarah Mlynowski
When 14 year old Rachel finds out that her little sister and her mom are witches, she feels cheated on the witchcraft gene.  In order to make the best of the situation, Rachel concocts a plan that blends her guile with her sister’s powers to stir up some trouble.  (Recommended as a better text than audio)
http://www.amazon.com/Bras-Broomsticks-Trilogy/dp/0385731841/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/105-4863162-9952468?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1180116980&sr=1-1
Pendragon Vol. 1

Book one of this epic translates fabulously to audio.  On the eve of an important basketball game and with the memory of his kiss with a girl he's been crushing on for a while still lingering on his lips, Bobby Pendragon is whisked away by his uncle to become a "traveler,” someone, he discovers, who crosses territories, worlds and times.  In order to save the civilization of Denduron, he must overcome his own pride, make horrible mistakes, and acknowledge his weaknesses.  During his time on this new world, he witnesses an execution, the cruel enslavement of a people and watches helplessly as another traveler sacrifices her life to save his.  The reader discovers all Booy’s adventures through his magically delivered journals read by friends Mark and Courtney.
http://www.amazon.com/Merchant-Death-Pendragon-D-MacHale/dp/1416924957/ref=sr_1_16/105-4171333-0182837?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1181932606&sr=1-16
Twlight Stephenie Meyer
More romance than horror, this novel follows the relationship of human Bella and vampire Edward in the small rainy town of Forks, Washington.  The professional voice actor who narrates successfully conveys both the romantic tension and blood lust of the pair.  Fans of both genres will enjoy this piece, but should be warned that the 12 hour disk set it quite a commitment on audio.  
http://www.amazon.com/Twilight-Stephenie-Meyer/dp/0316015849/ref=pd_bbs_1/105-4863162-9952468?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1180116936&sr=1-1
Brief Chapter of My Impossible Life Dana Reinhardt
In this chick-lit with a message, Reinhardt tells the story of Simone’s junior year of high school.  The typical teen novel is complicated when Simon’s birthmother suddenly wants a reunion.  Simone has always been comfortable with her adoption and is unsure about this new twist.  Well-reviewed as both print and audio, Reinhardt bring literary depth to the angst teen genre.
http://www.amazon.com/Brief-Chapter-My-Impossible-Life/dp/1406301000/ref=sr_1_2/105-4863162-9952468?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1180116897&sr=1-2
Sammy and Juliana in Hollywood Benjamin Alire Saenz
Boys get their own coming-of-age story with Saenz’s book about Sammy Santos's life as a Hispanic teen in the 1960’s.  Set in Las Cruces, New Mexico, readers follow Sammy in his daily life in the barrio, with the loss of his first love, Juliana, and the normal, and not so normal, goings on in the turbulent neighborhood.  Read by fellow Hispanic author Robert Ramirez's, the audio brings authenticity to the piece that could have been lost on non-Spanish speaking readers.

http://www.amazon.com/Sammy-Juliana-Hollywood-Benjamin-Alire/dp/0938317814
Elsewhere Gabrielle Zevin
Meet Liz, a 15, soon so be 16, year old girl who finds herself in Elsewhere following a fatal car crash that took her from her Earthly life.  But even besides to obvious oddity of being dead, “life” in Elsewhere is rather odd, specifically, residents grow younger with each passing year instead of growing older.  Liz must come to terms with her death while she adapts to her new surroundings.  A touching and creative novel, Elsewhere deals with issues of death, family and love while maintaining a light tone that is more sweet than bleak.  
http://www.amazon.com/Elsewhere-Gabrielle-Zevin/dp/0312367465/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/105-4863162-9952468?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1180116838&sr=1-1
Travel Team http://www.amazon.com/Travel-Team-Mike-Lupica/dp/0142404624/ref=pd_bbs_sr_1/105-4863162-9952468?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1180117089&sr=1-1
and Heat http://www.amazon.com/Heat-Mike-Lupica/dp/0142407577/ref=sr_1_3/105-4863162-9952468?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1180117139&sr=1-3, are both written by legendary sports journalist Mike Lupica and can therefore be successfully booktalked to athletic, but reluctant reader boys.  Travel Team is about Danny, the small, yet determined basketball player whose team of A squad rejects is set on making an impression.  Heat speaks to baseball fans and follows young, talented picture, Michael, whose life is complicated with the death of his father and questions about his family.  Both books have been reviewed as having very accurate renditions of sports scene and athleticism and the audio tapes are apparently can entice even non sports fans.
Other Minutes

-Leftover money in the budget


$40 for refreshments for a pizza/goodies party in week 10


$ Remainder donated to buy books for Nidorf

-We were unable to plan a formal tour of Teenscape BUT ALA has a trip to Central LAPL planned for Friday June 1 and their tour will go through the teen area.

-Recommendation for next year, plan tours well in advance.
