YACS Meeting February 5, 2008

Booktalking Theme: Books for Boys and/or Reluctant Readers

World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie Wars  by Max Brooks (Teen/Adult) 

This story of the world’s desperate battle against zombies is sure to appeal to fans of war and horror novels. Told in a series of first-person accounts "as told to the author" by various characters around the world, the infectious and compelling book will have nervous readers watching the streets for zombies.

PEE-EW! Is that you Bertie? by David Roberts (Children)
Popular Bertie is back and has everyone passing gas (and laughs). Children tend to love stories with gross subjects and this funny book should be no exception. The refrain "Pee-ew! Is that you, Bertie?" will quickly catch on with kids when the book is read aloud. 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume (Children/Early Readers)
Poor Peter! The fourth grader always has to deal with his three year old brother Fudge's disgusting cuteness and constant meddling with Peter's stuff! A hilarious tale for independent readers. 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer (Tween/Teen)
Artemis Fowl, a twelve year old criminal mastermind, hatches a cunning plot to divest the fairies of their pot of gold. Well-written, sophisticated, rough 'n' tumble storytelling with enough high-octane attitude to make it a seriously cool read for anyone over the age of 10. Or as Colfer himself puts it, “Die Hard with fairies.”
Always Running: La Vida Loca: Gang Days in L.A. by Luis J. Rodriguez (Teen)
Rodriguez, an award-winning poet and publisher of the small press Tia Chucha, decided to document his youth as an East Los Angeles gang member in an effort to steer his teenaged son away from the gang that he recently joined. Rodriquez' language is harsh, brutal, intentionally ugly, and in the end, pitiful. Yet it is in this particular combination that allows his poems to find their combustible energy. They show his life's journey from victim to perpetrator to witness to revolutionary. 
The Day My Butt Went Psycho by Andy Griffiths (Children/Tween)
This story of a brave young boy and his crazy runaway butt begins with the nighttime flight of 12 year old Zack’s rear end. The series of events take Zack on an epic journey across the Great Windy Desert, through the Brown Forest, and over the Sea of Butts before descending into the heart of an explosive buttcano to confront the biggest, ugliest, and meanest butt of them all! It's a story you and your butt will never forget!

Caught Stealing by Charlie Huston (Teen/Adult)
There's no end to Hank Thompson's troubles. Once a star high school baseball player, he's now reduced to tending bar at a neighborhood dive on Manhattan's Lower East Side. During his long life-skid, Thompson has picked up a drinking problem, a pair of bad feet, lots of debt and little ambition. But for Thompson the worst is still ahead. The story moves with the speed of the best chase novels, and Thompson possesses a self-deprecating spirit that will keep readers rooting for him even as he edges closer to the point of no return.

Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman (Teen)
Fourteen year old Shawn has cerebral palsy, a condition that has robbed him of all muscle control. He can't walk, talk, or even focus his eyes on his own. But despite all these handicaps, despite the frustration of not being able to communicate, Shawn is still happy to be alive. That is why he panics when he begins to suspect that his father is thinking of killing him. Shawn knows that his father is trying to be kind; he imagines that his son's life is an endless torment. His dad has no idea of the rich life that Shawn lives inside his head. And Shawn, helpless and mute, has no way of telling him.

Stink: The Incredible Shrinking Kid by Megan Mcdonald and Peter H. Reynolds (Illustrator) (Children)
Judy Moody's little brother, James (aka Stink), is the shining star of this dramatic beginning chapter book. Stink may be short in stature, but by no means is he short on personality. Stink tries everything to grow taller, from spiking his hair to wearing vertical stripes. He eventually accepts his height limitations and finds a short role model to admire. Stink is filled with fun adventures and cool illustrations. Comic strips, drawn by Stink, are scattered throughout the book. 
The Boy Who Couldn’t Die by William Sleator (Teens)
When seventeen-year-old Ken's best friend Roger dies in a plane crash, Ken suddenly realizes that he too could die at any moment. Terrified, he seeks out a plump, middle-aged psychic named Cherie Buttercup, who grants him invulnerability from death in exchange for his soul. Breathless action is leavened with the unconscious humor of typical Sleator touches in which preposterous fantasy collides with the details of reality, only adding to the fun. 

Monster by Walter Dean Myers (Teens)
"Monster" is what the prosecutor called 16-year-old Steve Harmon for his supposed role in the fatal shooting of a convenience-store owner. But was Steve really the lookout who gave the "all clear" to the murderer, or was he just in the wrong place at the wrong time? In this innovative novel the reader becomes both juror and witness during the trial of Steve's life. To calm his nerves as he sits in the courtroom, aspiring filmmaker Steve chronicles the proceedings in movie script format. By weaving together Steve's journal entries and his script, Myers has given the first-person voice a new twist and added yet another worthy volume to his already admirable body of work. 

