YACS meeting 1.08.2008

Winter Break Reading 
Do the Math: Secrets, Lies, and Algebra  by Wendy Lichtman (YA/Tween)

Great reading for algebra students. Do the Math is a fun mystery involving main character Tess, whose unique view of life has her imagining everything around her as it relates to math. 

Cures for Heartbreak by Margo Rabb (YA/Tween)

Ninth-grader Mia has just lost her mother to cancer, and her father is hospitalized with heart trouble. As she struggles to make sense of her mother's death and her father's illness, she also sees humor in everyday situations, and her irreverent commentary brings the story to life. 
The Naming: The First Book of Pellinor by Alison Croggon (YA)

Die-hard fantasy fans will enjoy this richly imagined story and look forward to the rest of the series. Maerad is a strong, bold, and appealing character. Recommended for fans of Tamora Pierce’s Song of the Lioness. 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (Tween/YA)

Death himself narrates the World War II-era story of Liesel Meminger, otherwise known as the book thief. This book is by turns gritty, ugly and redemptive, but is it always real and always gripping.

Uglies by Scott Westerfeld (Teen)
Tally Youngblood lives in a futuristic society that acculturates its citizens to believe that they are ugly until age 16 when they'll undergo an operation that will change them into pleasure-seeking "pretties." The fast-moving story is enlivened by many action sequences in the style of videogames, using intriguing inventions like hoverboards that use the rider’s skateboard skills to skim through the air, and bungee jackets that make wild downward plunges survivable -- and fun. 

Is Kissing a Girl Who Smokes Like Kissing an Ashtry? by Randy Powell (Teen)

Biff is a shy, underdeveloped senior and deathly afraid of girls. But then he meets Heidi, a rebellious younger girl, who forces him outside of his comfort zone. An engaging, readable story featuring razor-sharp dialogue and chemistry between the characters.
Watership Down by Richard Adams (Tween/YA)

A true classic, Watership Down is the story of a band of rabbits---Hazel, Bigwig, Fiver, Dandelion, and Bluebell---who set off from their comfy holes to find a new rabbit warren on the plains of Watership Down.

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie (Teen)

Exploring Indian identity, the novel is a chronicle of Arnold Spirit, aka Junior, a Spokane Indian from Wellpinit, WA. The bright 14-year-old was born with water on the brain, is regularly the target of bullies, and loves to draw. He weathers the typical teenage indignations and triumphs like a champ but soon faces far more trying ordeals as his home life begins to crumble and decay amidst the suffocating mire of alcoholism on the reservation.

The Golden Compass by Phillip Pullman (Tween/YA)

An acclaimed epic novel about missing children, a golden truth-divining compass and a young girl who are catapulted into a life-and-death struggle against dark forces.

Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (YA)

Orphaned into the household of her Aunt Reed at Gateshead and subject to the cruel regime at Lowood charity school, Jane Eyre nonetheless emerges unbroken in spirit and integrity. She takes up the post of governess at Thornfield Hall, falls in love with Mr. Rochester, and discovers the impediment to their lawful marriage in a story that transcends melodrama to portray a woman's passionate search for a richer life than that traditionally allowed women in Victorian society.

Tithe by Holly Black (YA)

Sixteen-year-old Kaye Fierch is not human, but she doesn't know it. She’s played with faeries since she was little--but she never imagined she was one of them. Throughout the electrifying journey to the horrific underworld of this modern faerie fantasy, teen readers will relate to a hard-luck tough girl who feels alienated, discovers her best qualities in the worst of circumstances, and finally finds a place between worlds where she can feel at home.
The Last Summer (of You and Me) by Ann Brashares (YA)

In her first adult novel, an easy crossover to YA, the author of Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants series introduces us to sisters Alice and Riley and their childhood friend Paul. After years of romping around Fire Island, NY, as children, everyone has grown up to find love in very familiar places.  Recommended as a read alike for fans of Prep and Summer Sisters, this sweetly sexy title offers a quiet-toned twist of the same ol’ same ol’ summer love story.
